
Recurrent Lower Urinary Tract Infections in Females
A urinary tract infection (UTI) is a bacterial infection of the urinary system. Uncomplicated UTIs, without physical or functional
abnormalities of the urinary tract, usually respond to antibiotics and do not require further imaging tests. In contrast, complicated
UTIs, in which individuals may suffer from an underlying condition, usually require imaging tests for diagnosis.

Recurrent UTIs occur when individuals suffer from at least three episodes of UTI within a 12-month period. Women who suffer
from recurrent complicated lower UTI, including bacterial cystitis, as well as women with underlying risk factors generally require
imaging tests for further diagnosis. Imaging tests may also be required if a UTI does not respond to antibiotic treatment.

MRI urography (https://www.radiologyinfo.org/en/info/urography) without and with contrast and CT scan urography without and
with contrast are usually appropriate imaging tests. Ultrasound, fluoroscopy voiding
cystourethrography (https://www.radiologyinfo.org/en/info/voidcysto) (bladder filled with contrast using a catheter and images
taken while individual is urinating), fluoroscopy cystography (bladder filled with contrast using a catheter and images taken), MRI
abdomen/pelvis without and with contrast, MRI abdomen/pelvis (https://www.radiologyinfo.org/en/info/mri-abdomen-pelvis)
without contrast, CT abdomen/pelvis (https://www.radiologyinfo.org/en/info/abdominct) with contrast, CT abdomen/pelvis
without contrast, CT abdomen/pelvis without and with contrast, and CT pelvis with bladder contrast may be also be appropriate.

— By Natalie Skopicki and Nicola Schieda, MD. This information originally appeared in the Journal of the American College of
Radiology.

Disclaimer
This information is copied from the RadiologyInfo Web site (http://www.radiologyinfo.org) which is dedicated to providing the highest quality
information. To ensure that, each section is reviewed by a physician with expertise in the area presented. All information contained in the
Web site is further reviewed by an ACR (American College of Radiology) - RSNA (Radiological Society of North America) committee,
comprising physicians with expertise in several radiologic areas.

However, it is not possible to assure that this Web site contains complete, up-to-date information on any particular subject. Therefore, ACR
and RSNA make no representations or warranties about the suitability of this information for use for any particular purpose. All information
is provided "as is" without express or implied warranty.

Please visit the RadiologyInfo Web site at http://www.radiologyinfo.org to view or download the latest information.

Note: Images may be shown for illustrative purposes. Do not attempt to draw conclusions or make diagnoses by comparing these images to
other medical images, particularly your own. Only qualified physicians should interpret images; the radiologist is the physician expert trained
in medical imaging.
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