
Radiologic Management of Lower Gastrointestinal Tract Bleeding
Lower gastrointestinal tract bleeding (GIB) is bleeding into the large or small intestine beyond the ligament of Treitz (tissue
separating the upper from lower gastrointestinal tract). Symptoms of lower GIB are melena (black or dark stool) and
hematochezia (fresh blood in the stool).

For individuals who are hemodynamically stable (stable vital signs such as blood pressure and pulse rate) with melena or
hematochezia, CT angiography (CTA) of the abdomen and pelvis without and with intravenous (IV) contrast (CT scan of the
arteries), colonoscopy, and red blood cell scan abdomen/pelvis (IV radioactive tracer injected) are usually appropriate.
Transcatheter arteriography and embolization (catheter-based artery scan and stoppage of bleeding) may be appropriate.

For hemodynamically unstable individuals or people who needed more than 5 units of blood within 24 hours, CTA of the abdomen
and pelvis without and with IV contrast and transcatheter arteriography or embolization are usually appropriate. Colonoscopy or
surgery may be appropriate.

For ongoing or recurrent bleeding after colonoscopy and attempted treatment of localized bleeding, transcatheter arteriography
and embolization is usually appropriate. CTA of the abdomen and pelvis without or with IV contrast, repeat colonoscopy, or
surgery may be appropriate.

For ongoing or recurrent bleeding after transcatheter arteriography localized the bleeding and treatment was attempted, but no
other radiologic or endoscopic investigations were performed, colonoscopy is usually appropriate. CTA of the abdomen and pelvis
without or with IV contrast, surgery, or repeat transcatheter arteriography or embolization may be appropriate.

For nonlocalized recurrent bleeding and hemodynamically stable individuals, capsule endoscopy (using an ingestible pill camera)
and CT enterography of the abdomen and pelvis with IV and oral contrast are usually appropriate. MR enterography, push
enteroscopy (using a long endoscope), or red blood cell scan of the abdomen and pelvis with or without singlephoton emission CT
or single-photon emission CT/CT (using a specialized camera providing anatomically detailed images) may be appropriate.

 

Disclaimer
This information is copied from the RadiologyInfo Web site (http://www.radiologyinfo.org) which is dedicated to providing the highest quality
information. To ensure that, each section is reviewed by a physician with expertise in the area presented. All information contained in the
Web site is further reviewed by an ACR (American College of Radiology) - RSNA (Radiological Society of North America) committee,
comprising physicians with expertise in several radiologic areas.

However, it is not possible to assure that this Web site contains complete, up-to-date information on any particular subject. Therefore, ACR
and RSNA make no representations or warranties about the suitability of this information for use for any particular purpose. All information
is provided "as is" without express or implied warranty.

Please visit the RadiologyInfo Web site at http://www.radiologyinfo.org to view or download the latest information.

Note: Images may be shown for illustrative purposes. Do not attempt to draw conclusions or make diagnoses by comparing these images to
other medical images, particularly your own. Only qualified physicians should interpret images; the radiologist is the physician expert trained
in medical imaging.
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the American College of Radiology (ACR), 1891 Preston White Drive, Reston, VA 20191-4397. Commercial reproduction or multiple
distribution by any traditional or electronically based reproduction/publication method is prohibited.
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