
What does a radiologic technologist do?
A Radiologic Technologist is an important member of your radiology
healthcare team. They administer radiology procedures, including x-ray,
magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), and computed tomography (CT)
exams. Some Radiologic Technologists also perform radiation therapy
treatments.

Operating Equipment
The technologist may operate mobile x-ray or ultrasound equipment to
obtain images in the emergency room, operating room or at the patient's
bedside. Technologists work closely with radiologists and assist them
with general radiology, computed tomography, magnetic resonance
imaging and ultrasound procedures. They capture quality diagnostic images for the radiologist to interpret and record exam details
such as the imaging techniques used.

Patient Care
Technologists work closely with patients, explaining procedures and treatments and answering any questions they may have. They
accurately position patients for their exams and adjust immobilization devices to obtain the best views of specific body areas. The
technologist operates the imaging equipment and checks the captured images to ensure they are of high quality for accurate
interpretation.

Radiation Safety
The technologist is also responsible for radiation safety. They follow safety protocols to ensure that any radiation exposures for
team members and patients meet ALARA (As Low As Reasonably Achievable) standards. The technologist may use radiation
protective devices such as lead aprons and shields to minimize unnecessary radiation exposure. In addition, the technologist adjusts
the x-ray beam to precisely target the area of interest and minimize scatter radiation.

Radiation Therapy
Technologists may work on the radiation oncology team as radiation therapists. Radiation therapists are highly skilled medical
specialists educated in physics, radiation safety, patient anatomy and patient care. They administer targeted doses of radiation to
the patient's body to treat cancer or other diseases.

Disclaimer
This information is copied from the RadiologyInfo Web site (http://www.radiologyinfo.org) which is dedicated to providing the highest quality
information. To ensure that, each section is reviewed by a physician with expertise in the area presented. All information contained in the
Web site is further reviewed by an ACR (American College of Radiology) - RSNA (Radiological Society of North America) committee,
comprising physicians with expertise in several radiologic areas.

However, it is not possible to assure that this Web site contains complete, up-to-date information on any particular subject. Therefore, ACR
and RSNA make no representations or warranties about the suitability of this information for use for any particular purpose. All information
is provided "as is" without express or implied warranty.
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Please visit the RadiologyInfo Web site at http://www.radiologyinfo.org to view or download the latest information.

Note: Images may be shown for illustrative purposes. Do not attempt to draw conclusions or make diagnoses by comparing these images to
other medical images, particularly your own. Only qualified physicians should interpret images; the radiologist is the physician expert trained
in medical imaging.

Copyright
This material is copyrighted by either the Radiological Society of North America (RSNA), 820 Jorie Boulevard, Oak Brook, IL 60523-2251 or
the American College of Radiology (ACR), 1891 Preston White Drive, Reston, VA 20191-4397. Commercial reproduction or multiple
distribution by any traditional or electronically based reproduction/publication method is prohibited.

Copyright ® 2024 Radiological Society of North America, Inc.

What does a radiologic technologist do? Page 2 of 2
Copyright© 2024, RadiologyInfo.org Reviewed Jul-15-2023


	What does a radiologic technologist do?
	Operating Equipment
	Patient Care
	Radiation Safety
	Radiation Therapy
	Disclaimer
	Copyright


